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DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY

Sociology 2221 YA

Criminology
Dr. J. B. Minore







Monday: 7:00 – 10:00
Office: 
#1003, Balmoral Street Centre


Centre for Rural and Northern Health Research

Phone:

766-7264
e-mail:

Bruce.Minore@lakeheadu.ca
Sociology Department Website: http://sociology.lakeheadu.ca
Textbooks:
Siegel, Larry J. and McCormick, Chris.  Criminology in Canada: Theories, Patterns, and Typologies.  3rd edition.  Thomson-Nelson, 2006.
Mitchell, Bob.  The Class Project: How to Kill a Mother.  Key Porter Books, 2008.
Langton, Jerry.  Rage: The True Story of a Sibling Murder. John Wiley and Sons Canada, Ltd., 2008.
Course Requirements:

First-term exam worth 35% of final grade


Essay worth 30% of final grade (details attached)


Second-term exam worth 35% of final grade

Course Outline:

Criminology studies certain social phenomena that happen to be processes:  the processes of making laws, of breaking laws and of reacting toward the breaking of laws.  This course will cover each of these in turn under the rubrics of the sociology of criminal law, criminal aetiology and penology.  Throughout the course the role of Canadians in shaping their system of justice will be emphasized.  Two cases – the deliberate drowning of a woman by her two teenage daughters, who almost got away with the murder although their involvement was an “open secret” among their classmates, and the brutal slaying of Johnathon Madden by his older brother -- will be used as a foundation for considering issues of crime and, particularly, the way our justice system deals with young offenders.
Topics
Introduction









Readings
Criminology - the "criminality of behaviour" not the "behaviour of criminals"
Text, Ch. 1

Facts and figures (or how wrong we can be)





Text, Ch. 3
Balancing the Scales of Justice
The social reality of crime






 

Giving voice to the victims of crime






Text, Ch. 2
Justice or compromise







            Text, Ch. 4
Criminal Aetiology
Choice Theory: Because they want to





Text, Ch. 5.

Trait Theory: It’s in Their Blood






Text, Ch. 6
Social Structure Theories







Text, Ch. 7
Social Process Theories







Text, Ch. 8
Social Conflict Theory







Text, Ch. 9
Integrated Theories








Text, Ch. 10
Penology (the treatment of the criminal in Canadian society)
Decision makers - the police (lectures)





Class Project

Violent Crime
(reading)






Text, Ch. 11
Decision makers - the courts (lectures)





Rage

Property Crimes (reading)






Text, Ch. 12
Detention - lectures & reading






 Text, Ch. 13

White-Collar and Organized Crime (reading)





In the community











Probation and parole (lectures)









Public Order Crimes







Text, Ch. 14
The system in perspective
Continuity and change (lectures)
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Essay (worth 30 marks)
All students will submit a brief essay (not to exceed nine printed pages, double spaced, 12 point font) on the following three-part question.  Papers must be submitted by Monday, February 23, 2009.

(i) Two Toronto-area cases of murder, committed in 2003 by 15 and 16 year olds, show the very different ways that the Canadian justice system deals with young offenders.  In both cases, described in The Class Project and Rage, the victims were related to at least one of the perpetrators.  There were other similarities, but also considerable differences.  Compare and contrast the cases with respect to: (1) how involvement of their friends contributed to the acts of violence; (2) how dysfunctional behaviour on the part of their parents or other adults was a factor in the crimes; (3) how computer mediated communications facilitated the crimes; (4) how gender may have influenced the way the murders were committed; and (5) the psychological make-up of the perpetrators. (10 marks)
(ii) Critically apply Agnew’s general strain theory of crime causation (text book, pp 209-212) to explain the behaviour of the young people involved in the two cases. (10 marks)
(iii) Canadian law creates options for dealing with youthful offenders, depending on their age and the nature of the crimes involved, as well as other factors.  These murder cases illustrate the vastly different approaches possible to dealing with serious crimes under the Youth Criminal Justice Act.  What was the fundamental difference in the way the courts treated the two cases and what were the consequence of this for the perpetrators in terms of their sentences?   Explain why the cases – both family murders – were handled differently.  Is it reasonable that the law allows young people to be treated differently for the same type of crime, depending on circumstances?  If “yes,” explain why.  If “no”, explain why not.  (10 marks)

